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Building in existing structures in every issue

160 YEARS OF DB

For the past century and a half, db has been synonymous with 
critical, opinion-shaping architectural discourse. In addition to the 
well-founded specialist articles published in the magazine, the 
brand now connects with its target audience via its new website, 
social media channels and high-profile talks and events. Short 
articles in the magazine section provide insights into important 
events and topics covered by db
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BUILDING WITHIN EXISTING  
CONTEXTS: DB AWARD  
“RESPECT AND PERSPECTIVE”

BUILDING WITHIN EXISTING  
CONTEXTS – 2026 DB AWARD  
“RESPECT AND PERSPECTIVE”

Initiated by db 12 years ago, this architecture award celebrates 
outstanding projects that respect the existing fabric while 
opening up new prospects for its future. As the first award of 
national scope to focus exclusively on existing buildings, it has 
become firmly established within the profession. This issue 
presents all of the 2026 winners and honourable mentions in 
detail.
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FURTHER topics

REFURBISHMENT: HISTORIC 
HARTMANN FACTORY IN  
CHEMNITZ 
The extensive renovation of the historic Hartmann factory 
in Chemnitz has transformed more than 2,000 m² into 
an open space for culture, interaction and events. The 
accompanying technical feature looks in detail at how the 
high-performance insulated façade was constructed.
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HEALTHCARE BUILDINGS
Clinics and hospitals throughout the country are confronted with 
extensive refurbishment requirements as well as complex demands 
for new construction. Drawing on a selected practical project, we 
look at the planning and construction process.
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OFFICE – PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS
Our post-Orgatec round-up presents selected innovations 
for today’s office environments. Featured solutions cover 
furnishings, acoustics, colour, materials and lighting, with 
applications in both new-build and renovation projects.
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